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“The key is not to prioritize what’s on your schedule,  

but to schedule your priorities.” 

-Stephen Covey 

Habit 2 – Begin with the End in Mind 

This is all about having a vision.  At North Elementary, we create 

both academic and personal goals as well as identifying the habits 

that will help the students achieve their goals. Begin with the End in 

Mind is important because it causes us to plan ahead for the 

future! 

 

At North Elementary, each class has written a mission statement.  

This statement is the vision for their class and students all 

collaborated together about what they wanted their mission 

statement to be for this school year.  It describes how they want 

their class to learn together, work together and help each other.  

They were beginning with the End in Mind!  When you visit, take a 

moment to read a few mission statements.  You will be impressed!  

Ask your child about their classroom mission statement. 

 

So what can you do as a family?  Begin with the End in Mind!  

What do you want your family to be like?  How do you want others 

to feel when they enter your home?  How do you want to work 

together, to play together and to help others together?  This is your 

vision!  Write down your ideas!  Get input from each family 

member.  This is called creating a family mission statement.  A 

family mission statement can be a paragraph or just a few words.  It 

is really about describing your vision for your family. 

Habit of the Month: 
Habit 2:  Begin with the End in Mind 

Story Time 
Enjoy reading a book 

together.  At the 
end, share your 

favorite character.  
Did they begin with 

the End in Mind? 
 If so, how? 
We did it! 

 
 

Talk Time 
Talk to your child 

about what it means 
to Begin with the 

End in Mind. 
 
 
 

We did it! 

 

Family Time 
Set aside time to tell 
one strength about 
each person in your 
family.  Write them 

down and post it 
somewhere to 

enjoy. 
We did it! 

 

Work Time 
Work together to 
get a household 

chore completed. 
 
 
 
 

We did it! 

 

Play Time 
Enjoy doing an 
outside activity 

together. 
 
 
 
 

We did it! 
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“Character is what you do when no one is looking.” 

-H. Jackson Brown Jr. 

Habit 1 – Be Proactive 

It means to choose your actions, attitude and mood.  It also 

means to focus on the things over which you have control.  

Students have learned about the Circle of Control and Circle 

of No Control.  In adult language, we would call this the Circle 

of Influence and the Circle of Concern. 

The following are things that students have control over:  

grades, homework completion, friendships, effort and 

helping others.  There are things that they have no control 

over:  divorce, death, illness and family decisions about 

moving etc. 

If students focus on the things that they can control and have 

influence over, their circle of control will grow.  When we 

find ourselves complaining about others or situations that we 

cannot do anything about or when we are in a negative 

mindset, we need to stop and focus on the things that we can 

influence and control. 

 --Franklin Covey - - www.theleaderinme.org  

Habit of the Month: 
Habit 1:  Be Proactive 

Circle of No Control 

Circle of 

Control 

Story Time 
Read the story 

above or another 
and discuss what 

can and cannot be 
controlled. 

 
We did it! 

 
 

Talk Time 
When stressful 

situations come up 
use the language 
about circle of no 

control and control. 
 

We did it! 

 

Family Time 
Have your child 
draw the circles 

above and fill them 
in and discuss those 
things they can and 

cannot control. 
We did it! 

 

Work Time 
When doing chores 
talk about how your 

child does have 
control over how 
they get the job 

done. 
We did it! 

 

Play Time 
Give your child a 

chance to choose a 
fun activity you can 

do together. 
 
 

We did it! 
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